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SAVE THE DATE! 


RACK OF 
LAMB 
DINNER 
SATURDAY, 
April 11, 2015 
Moreland Notre 
Dame Gymnasium 
in Watsonville 

MORE DETAILS 
TO FOLLOW 
Volunteers Needed! 

Please call 
Maryann 
Bulich Schnitter 
(408) 828-5206 



THE KAL1FORNSKI 

So Much To Look Forward To 

From Our President: Christina Justus 


Greetings fellow SACO members and Happy New Year! 

I want to thank all of you for being part of this organization. Those of you who 
were at our Annual General Meeting on the 24th of January showed me how much you 
really do care about keeping this organization going. We did pass the By-laws as pre¬ 
sented, though there were a few suggested amendments brought forth during the 
meeting. Those proposed amendments will be discussed and the membership com¬ 
municated with prior to making any additional changes. 

We have filled the position of Publicity Director; I would like to welcome Nikole 
Simmons as our newest board member! 

Our Christmas Dinner was a great success and people keep stopping me in 
the grocery store to tell me how much they enjoyed it. 

The Lamb Dinner is coming up soon and I hope everyone has a good time. We 
are trying out a new location this time. I'm told that Notre Dame Gym has more room 
so we won’t be so crowded and there will be room for guests. Our Event Committee 
Coordinators, Maryann Bulich Schnitter and Judy Hager, have been working hard 
making sure everything will be nice. 

Please know that I am here for the membership and you can email or call 
anytime you have questions or suggestions. 

Christina Justus 



SACO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


VOLUNTEER CHAIRS 


2014-2016 


2014-2016 


President; 

Chris tina Justus 

christinaljusrus@outlook.com 
Phone: (831) 763-3928 
Vice-President: 

Valerie Justus-Rusconi 
valerie_kalyani@yahoo.com 
Secretary: 

Linda Wathen Espejo 
jlmmirror@sbcglobal. net 
Treasurer: 

Susan Ratlin Gallagher 
suzgalla@aol.com 
Publicity Director: 
Nikole Simmons 

nikoleasimmons@gmail.com 


Parliamentary Consultant: 
GeriAnne Solano Simmons 
tomandgerianne@aol.com 
Phone: (831)724-1967 

Kalifornski Editors: 

GeriAnne Solano Simmons and 
Patricia Gospodnetich Solano 
scarletpen@aol.com 

Legal Advisor: 

Marc Del Piero 

Event-Set Up Committee Chairpersons: 
Judy Hager 

judymhager@earthlink.net 

and 

Maryann Bulich Schnitter 
schnitter@sbcglobal.net 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Prepared by: Susan Radin Gallagher 


Year-End Treasurer's Report 

y 

|v i 

5/1/14 Beginning Balance 

12/31/14 Ending Balance 

$2,882.39 r~ 

£* .V 

S3.755.95 

c ? 

Profit 

$ 873.56 4P' 

Membership News: Annual dues are due by February 28th! 


In 2014, the SACO membership had 157 households, with 79 family 

Memberships, consisting of two or more people, for a total of over 236 members, 
plus children. Thank you for your support! 

Now is the time to p«\y your dues for 2015. It is $20 for an individual 
membership and $25 for a family membership. Please make your checks payable to: 

SACO 

P.O. Box 226, Watsonville, CA 95077 


New and Returning Members 


Valerie Justus Rusconi 

Pal Buralovich Emmons 


Greg & Suke Pavlovich 

Zarko & Nevenka Radich 


Donald & Cathryn Radin Freitas 

Mary L. Karlton & Peter Sterbach 

Radovan & Stacy Radich 

Lillie Salatich Bailey 


Timothy & Jane Parks McKay 

Pam & Bob Erickson 


June Ivelich Pierce 

Diane Bulich 


Charles & Janet Banovac 

Antone Bulich, Jr. 


Michele Leonardich Bowling 

Jerry & Gayle Weakland 


Dennis Gluhan 

Jane Dabo Cruz 


Peggy Steams 

Please forgive anyone omitted! 

lit Memory Of: 

Nancy Copriviza 



A donation has been made to the Scholarship Fund, in Nancy’s name, by Tommy Copriviza 


We Still Need You! 

Looking for members to volunteer to shadow 
both Judy Hager and 
Maryann Bulich Schnitter in 
preparation for the Lamb Dinner on 
April 11, 2015. Those volunteers would then 
be the Event Coordinators for the 2015 An¬ 
nual Picnic & Christmas Dinner. 

If interested, please contact Maryann at 
#(408)828-5206. 

Thank you. 


This and That: 

• The SACO’s High School Scholarship Committee is hard 
at work. Committee Co-Chairs, John Basor and Antonio 
Violich will be meeting with other committee members to 
discuss requirements and select schools to contact for the 
selection of a student recipient(s). 

• Starting in February, we will be kicking off a “Membership 
Drive”. We would love to have your family members, 
friends and businesses join us in supporting all that we do! 

• SACO’s Annual July BBQ will be held on July 12, 2015 at 
the beautiful Corralitos Padres Hall. Details forthcoming. 
We hope you will join us for good food, friendship and to 
also help us support our wonderful organization. 
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Jlnnuaf Christmas Dinner 
held on December 6, 2014 at the Watsonville Women’s Club 
Thank you to all the volunteers who worked so tirelessly in helping to make the Christmas Dinner 

a wonderful event 


Co-Chairs: Judy Hager & Maryann Bulich Schnitter 
Bartenders: John Vodanovich, John Alaga & Antonio Violich 
Raffle/Drink Tickets: Sharon Alaga, Peter & Sue Harris, Tim &. 
Jane Parks McKay, Nikole Simmons &. Yvonne Hager 
Photographer: Mary Gospodnetich 
Sound System: David Garcia 


Decorations: Annamarie Dugger & Linda Pavlovich 

Desserts: Donna Mekis &Kathy Mekis Miller 

Set-up: GeriAnnc Simmons & Nikole Simmons 

Clean-up: Rich Hager, Yvonne Hager, Christopher 

Hager, Linda Pavlovich, Annamarie Dugger, Davis Garcia &. Tom 

Rusconi 


Also, thank you to all of our members and guests who were kind enough to bring raffle prizes and/or desserts to share 



B02\C 

NOV* -ft*'* 


Good Company, 
Delicious Food 
and 

Great Memories! 
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Travel wit ft £uci 


SACO 


This is part one of a two part series written by Luci Basor, a Watsonville native, 
local educator and world traveler. Luci and her family are founding mem ers o 
SACO and has written of her recent travels to her families homeland. 


Since 1996, 1 have been lucky enough to visit Croatia during the summer, which has helped me stay very 
connected to my family, the language and culture. This year I decided to extend my stay through January to work 
and get experience in the classroom outside of the states, and to experience Croatia during winter time. I have 
never stayed in Croatia past August and when I told everyone that I was staying longer, they thought I was not 
going to survive the winter and that 1 would be bored out of my mind. Thank¬ 
fully, it was the complete opposite. Yes, it was cold, but not as cold as I 

drought it would be and I survived just fine. Although, on 
New Year’s on Stradun in Dubrovnik it was -6 C, yikes! I 
traveled and visited different cities in Croatia and nearby 
countries. 1 took a trip up to Slavonija, the northern part of 
Croatia, where we stayed with various families (pictured on 
the right) for a few days in Pozega, a small town. We also 
visited Vukovar, a town destroyed during the last war. In 
Vukovar we got the chance to rake a tour of the hospital 

that was bombed and drive out to a field where nearly 200 Croatians were killed (picture to 
the left). In my head, I had a picture of Vukovar as a very war torn and ruined city to this day, 
but it was amazing to see the improvement of the city and how new everything is. It was inter¬ 
esting to see how people in northern Croatia live; everything is flat and majority of the food they prepare and 
have is homegrown and produced. The family I stayed at had just finished 
slaughtering several 100+ kg pigs, which they made (picture to the right) ko- 
basice, prsut and various types of sausages, such as, kulen. Everything we ate 
for the few days we stayed was homemade; the pasta, various types of pickled 
vegetables, ketchup, cold cuts, cheese, I mean everything. It was absolutely 
amazing to see AND taste everything. In Konavle, there is an organization 
called Agroturizam Konavle, which includes various family owned locations 
that deal with agrotourism in the region. Every year they take a trip to visit 

different Agroturizam spots and this year 
they took a trip to Macedonia and Greece. 

Since my uncle is involved in the organization I had the privilege to take the 
trip widn them. In Macedonia, we visited Skoplje (picture to the left), Bitola and 
Ohrid. We were only in Greece for one day and visited the city of Solun 
(Thessaloniki). Paris was also one of my destinations. 1 spent 5 days there with 4 
other friends and we tried to do as much as we possibly could in that time. We 
went to the top of the Eiffel Tower, ate a bunch of pastries, visit Versailles and 
many museums. 1 was also able to do a few day trips with friends and family. 1 
visited Sarajevo and Mostar, both cities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 1 decided to 
take every opportunity 1 could when it came to traveling and I'm very glad that I did 
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My time in Croatia also included working at two different schools, one in Dubrovnik and one in 
Gruda, Konavle. 1 knew finding a paid job was going to be difficult, so I took the route of volunteer work. 
In Dubrovnik I worked in Marin Drzic elementary school in the special education program. Students there 
have a variety of special needs and are diagnosed with psychological and physical disorders such as autism 
(moderate to severe), Down syndrome and cerebral palsy. 

1 volunteered in a class with 4 students, 3 of which have 

autism and one Down syndrome. Working at this school- 

was very challenging because I had a hard time figuring 
out how to communicate with the students, but in the 
end 1 was able to create a bond with the ones that 1 
worked with. 1 also volunteered in a second grade class¬ 
room in Gruda, Konavle. There I got the incredible op- ^ 
portunity to work with a teacher who has been teaching 

I yC-“ - 

for over 40 years. I worked as a teacher's assistant, primar¬ 
ily helping two students who needed extra attention dur¬ 
ing class as well as overall assisting. The class was very small, 16 students total (picture above right is from a 
holiday performance). It was very interesting to see differences in the school system in Croatia versus in the 
states. I learned so much from her and got incredibly attached to the students; something I did not think 
was going to happen after only a few months. 

COMING SOON: the second part of her two part travel series. Stayed tuned! 




Patricia Gospodnetich Solano 
Founding member and first 
President of SACO (formerly 
YACO) and, the original Publisher 
and Editor of The Kalifornski 


YWCA International Women’s Day 
SACO Honoree 

It is with great pleasure to announce that Patricia “Pat”Louanna 
Gospodnetich Solano has been selected by the SACO Board of Directors to 
represent our organization at the YWCA’s event to be held on Saturday, March 7, 
2015 from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm at 340 East Beach Street in Watsonville. This 
year’s event is titled “Equality for Women is Progress for All”. The YWCA is 
honoring women leaders from various ethnic groups in Watsonville who have 
demonstrated a commitment to building a healthly community, who are graduates 
of Watsonville schools, both public and private, and who have made significant 
contributions to the empowerment of women. The guest speaker at this year’s 
event will be Brittany Nielsen, KSBW Morning Anchor and Watsonville native. 
Admission is free and open to the public. 

Patricia was born and raised in Watsonville. Her grandparents immigrated 
from the island of Brae, Croatia. She was a founding member and first President 
of what was, at the time, 'YACO, "Yugoslav American Cultural Organization” 
which is now SACO “Slavic American Cultural Organization. She is also very 
proud of still holding the #1 membership card for the organization. She 
continues to participate in and enjoys all the organization's activities and has been 
a great help in counseling the members of the new board. 

Please join us in honoring Pat and thanking her for her dedication and 
commitment to SACO and recognizing all the other wonderful contributions she 
and her family have made to our community and it’s citizens. 
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SACO 


From, the NCltcheiA. 


BLITVA ... SWISS CHARD WITH POTATOES 

Garlic, of course, with potatoes and Swiss Chard make a great side dish to any meats or fish meal. 



SERVES 4-6 
INGREDIENTS 

1 lb. Yukon gold potatoes, peeled and cut into 1" pieces 
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste 
Ys cup olive oil 
6 cloves garlic, thinly sliced 

1 lb. Swiss chard, tough stems removed, tender stems and leaves torn into 2" pieces 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Boil potatoes in a 4-qt. saucepan of salted water until tender, 5-7 minutes; drain and set aside. Add oil to sauce¬ 
pan; place over medium-high heat. Add garlic; ccok until soft, 1-2 minutes. Add potatoes; cook, stirring occasion¬ 
ally, until golden, 5-7 minutes Stir in Swiss chard; cook until wilted, about 5 minutes; season With salt and pepper. 


This might be interesting for readers who might want to use for European recipes ... from metrics to 
American measures ... 


Imperial to metric 


Oven temperatures 


American spoon 
measures 


1 oz = 25g 
4 oz= lOOg 
1 lb = 450g 


1 fl.oz = 30ml 
5 fl.oz or 1 /4pl = 150ml 
20 fl.oz or Ipt =600ml 


130C = 250F = Gas mark 1/2 
150C = 300F = Gas mark 2 
180C = 350F = Gas mark 4 
190C = 375F = Gas mark 5 
200C = 400F - Gas mark 6 
220C = 425F = Gas mark 7 
230C = 450F = Gas mark 8 


1 level tablespoon flour = 15g flour 
1 heaped tablespoon flour = 28g 
flour 

1 level tablespoon sugar = 28g 
sugar 

1 level tablespoon butter = 15g 
butter 


American liquid measures 


1 cup U.S = 275ml 
1 pint U.S = 550ml 
1 quart U.S = 900ml 


American solid measures 

1 cup rice U.S = 225g rice 
1 cup flour U.S = 115g flour 
1 cup butter U.S = 225g butter 
1 stick butter U.S = 115g butter 
1 cup dried fruit U.S = 225g dried fruit 
1 cup brown sugar U.S = 180g brown sugar 
1 cup granulated sugar U.S = 225g granulated sugar 
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Good Reads 

Recommended reading material from our membership. If you would like to suggest additional materials, please notify 
GeriAnne Simmons for submission in future editions. 

You might be interested in a book that is available for checkout from the Watsonville Public Library 
titled The Native’s Return” by Louis Adamic (1934). Mr. Adamic received a Guggenheim Fellowship in 
1932 which required him to travel in Europe for a year to gather material for this book. He was 33 years old 
and had been in the U.S. for 19 years, having immigrated when he was 14 and, he was by then a U.S. citizen. 

He returned first to his birthplace in Slovenia, then traveled down the Adriatic coast visiting Split, 
Korcula, Dubrovnik and Konavle, describing these places and their inhabitants very vividly. He then contin¬ 
ued to Montenegro, Kosovo, Macedonia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and finally back in his homeland of 
Slovenia, all the while describing the culture, people, politics and scenery. 

This is a good read for anyone interested in a glimpse of Yugoslavia just prior to WWII. 



The book, “The Slav Community of Watsonville, California; As reported in old newspapers 
(1881-1920)” is now available to be downloaded for free from the Internet. The file is 55 Mb and will start to download 
immediately. The book is also available for checkout from the Watsonville Library’s main branch. 

The download link is: www.croatia-in-english.com/slavbook.pdf 


Local Historical and Cultural Resource 


Please visit our own local historical museum and vintage venues at The Pajaro Valley Historical Association. 

They are located at 332 East Beach Street in Watsonville. They are open, to the public free of charge, on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm (or by special appointment). Their staff and volunteers can be 
reached at (831) 722-0305, by email at info@pajarovalleyhistory.org or visit their website at: www.pairovallevhistorv.org. 

Archive Coordinator, Regan Huerta and her volunteers will be happy to assist 
you in learning more about the beautiful Pajaro Valley, it’s resident’s (past and 
present), specific family histories and cultures, businesses, schools, etc. As a non- 
profit, donations are always appreciated and the service they provide is truly price- 
- ! .'V less. They own one of the largest historical and original clothing collections in 



the State of California as well as a collection of pictures, maps, books, cultural 
artifacts, furniture, and so much more. Exhibits are displayed throughout the 
year to visitor’s delight as well as during the many events and fundraisers held 
each year. The venues to visit include the 1870 Bockius-Orr Home (that includes 
the Associations main office, pictured at left), the original Carriage House with 
small museum, the newly built Borina Archive, Tank House, and historical gardens. Please contact the main office if you 
are interested in renting the venue for a special occasion. This year, they are excited to celebrate the Association’s 75th 
Anniversary of serving not only the community, but to those around the world. Please stop by and wish them well! 






Postage 

Stamp 


Slavic American Culutral 
Organization 
P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 

A Non-Profit, Non-Religious & 
Non-Political Organization 
Established in 1980 


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


MONTHLY BOARD 
MEETINGS: 

Time and location to be determined 
and made public. 

I Meeting location still needed! Please 
contact one of the board members if 
you know of a local venue that we 
can use in the evenings or on 
weekends. 




Not a member yet? Want to join now or need to renew? 

SACO MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Please make checks payable to “SACO”, P.O. Box 226, Watsonville, CA 95077 

_New Member (Individual $20, Family $25.00) _Renewal 

Amount Enclosed: $_ 

Other Donation: $_ to be used for_ 


1 would like to be a SACO Volunteer: 


1 would like to chair an event: 


Name: 


Address: 


Home Phone: 


Cell Phone: 


Email Address: 


We can only be as strong and effective in the work that we do because of your support. 
Please consider joining SACO or donating today. Thank you! 





































